












This paper discusses the relationship between healthcare professionals and 
dying patients, with a focus on the dialogue about patients'death. Doctors 
encourage dying patients to talk about their anxiety and "unfinished busi-
ness" and respect patients'self-determination. Focussing on patients'psy-
chological anxiety and choice relieves doctors of understanding the spiritual 
pain of dying patients. Interfaith chaplains on behalf of doctors try to talk 
about patients'views of life and death to palliate patients'spiritual pain. 
However, it is very difficult for dying patients to be aware of their views of 
life and death and to express them. It is important for healthcare profession-
als to be aware of their own death and stay with dying patients, even if they 
cannot talk their spiritual pain. 
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